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r'lEr1BER SH I P DLIE S 

Please note that this is the last issue of the ne',lIsletter for the 
1990-91 membership year, which comes to an end on June 30, 1991. If you 
1"lould 1 iKe to remain a member of the Society, please send your dues tor 
the year 1991-92 by July 1. Annual dues are $10. 

r1ARENGO COUNT ( CEMETERI ES 

A gr'oup of Society members recently gathered to taKe a census of 
Hie ,Je l.llish Cemetery in Demopolis; their' notes are nmll being 
alphabetized. Interest has also been expressed in inlJentorying the 
Houston Cemeter;( In Knoxl,ljood (east Demopolis). Maurice Hin~on.'s 

c om p i 1a t ion 0 f t om bs ton e insc rip t ion s from the Ri ve r' side Cern e t er y 0 f 
De mop 0 1 is, a10 ng I,ll i t h J am es I,J h i tf i e 1d"' s his tor y 0 f the c em e t er y, 1,,1 ill 
soon become a'.)ailable for purchase at the Demopol is Publ ic Library. 

Names and dates from the Dayton Cemetery (with birth dates as early 
a.s 1774:>, the Dayton Negro Cemeter'Y, and Colin BlacK"'s Cemetery are 
listed In I,Jilliam King Aske11j.'s Dayton, r1ar'engo County, Alabama: A 
History, 1800-19B4. A cop>-' of this book is <l.t the Demopoli:: Public 
Library. 

Several members of the Society have compi led reports on a number of 
other cemeteries throughout Marengo County. A weekly newspaper 
publ ished in Linden, The Democr'at-Repor·ter·, is continuing to r'un HIE'sl? 
in a series. r11dge Kimbrough has Kindly donated to the Society a 
subscription to this paper. 

CIRCUIT COURT RECORDS 

The Society is proceeding 1,lIith its efforts to remedy the sad state 
of aHa irs regard i ng the c i rcu it cour t records of the coun ty. A 
shortage of publ ic funds has led to the relegation of the oldest records 
to a single small room I,~ith fel,1I shel')es. The great majority of these 
hundreds of books have simplY been stacKed in rows on the bare floor, in 
piles reaching up to nine feet high. 

As evidenced by abstracts appearing in this issue of the 
ne l,lIsletter, these records are an invaluable resource for genealogists 
and other' historians. It is importarrt that they be preserved and made 
more accessible to researchers. 
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OFFICERS, 1990-91 

PRESIDENT ...•••...••••.••.••••••••••••. ,J. ~'larks Abernathy 
1ST VICE PRESIDENT .•.••••••.••••••..... Wi 11 iam Tidwell 
2ND '"lICE PRESIDENT ••••••••..••...•.•.•. Sharon TOliJnsend 
SECRETARY ••.••..••••••..•••.•..•...••.. Tori i Ru tIe dge 
CORRESPONDING SECRETARy ..•••••••.•..••. Donna G. Null 
TREASURER •••.••..••••••.••..••......... Lucre tid, ~iorr i s 
LIBRARIAN •...•••••..•.••••••••••••••.•• Emogene Armistead 
CEMET ERI ESC m"~1 ITTEE . . . . • . . . . • • . • • . . . • . Rut h S. A I 1en, ,J 0 s e ph C. St €I Phen s 

The societ;.- can be conta.cted at:	 Demopolis Public Library 
Marengo County Genealogical Societ;. 
211 East Washington Street 
Demopo lis, AL 36732 

Annual membership dues are $10.00, due in July. 

Regular meetings .:lre held at the Demopolis Public Library at 6:00 P.M. on the first 
Tuesdd.;'- of ea.ch month, unless that date falls on a holida;1 or on an election day. 
In s.uch a case, the meeting I,~ill be scheduled for' the follo',~ing Tuesday at the same 
time and place. 

8 1an k lin eage chart s~ nd f am i 1;.- gr au p chart s· are \) ail a. b I e tr om the soc i e t y f or f i I) e 
(5) cents each. 

FRISBIE VERSUS LUCY 

On 3 Nov 1827, Samuel Frisbie and	 his wife Sally D. brought sui t against Thoma_ 
B. ,Lucy, claiming he ',~rongfully had in his possession four Negro children <Clloe?, a 
fil.)e-;.-ear-old girl, D.aniel, age four, ~1inerl)a, age three, and d.n unnamed bO;I, age 
one) I,~ho IlJere bor'n to a Negro 1,<Joman named Els;l, al ias Alse;.-, I,~hom Thomas I,Jhi te had 
given to his daughter Sally D. White "now Sal 1; D. Frisbie." The court ruled in 
Luc/' s fal.)or in Sep tember of 1829. 

<recorded in Marengo County Circuit Court Record 0, pp. 101-102) 

CATD VERSUS EASLEY AND VICE VERSA 

I,J y che Cat 0 diedin teo s tat e, I eav i ng his I,~ i dow Mar t ha and f our min 0 r chi 1dr en: 
Burrell, Feraby, FranKl in, and Green. At an estate sale held b;t a.dministrator Lel,lJis 
Cd.to in ,Jul;t 1817, Martha asKed RodericK Easley to co-sign a large note to Cato as 
administrator. Believing she I,~ould inherit enough to pay it her'self, he did. She 
sub seq uen t 1y mar r i €I d James H. I ron san d die d soon the rea f t er (be for e Apr ill 82 1) . 

A court battle erupted when Cato sued Easley for payment of the ~ruly 1817 note, 
which Martha had never paid. Easley vehementl;t protested the suit, contending that 
~1a.rtha, I,~ho had deeded much of her share of Wyche's per'sonal property (including 
slaves Rodah and Sarah) to the four children just prior to her remarria.ge, should 
have r·eserl.Jed enough propert;1 to pay the note, and since she hadn't, it I,lJas up to 
the chi 1dren (through their guardian Cato) to use the deeded property to satisf;.- the 
c 1aim. 

Cases in both Marengo and I,.,lash i ngton Coun ty Ci rcu it Cour ts from Apr i 1 1821 tc 
Apr ill 827, I,~ i t h j udgmen t s for fir s ton e side and thenthe 0 the r, c 1 i ma ;< edin an 
appeal by Cato to the Alabama Supreme Court in 1829. The higher court decided 
against Easley on the grounds that the judgment against Cato was too high, and sent 
it back to the lower court •.•
 

(See Alabama Reports [published Supreme Court rulings], Book 2, pp. 95-98.)
 




