
CHRISTMAS ON THE RIVER -  LIST OF ARTICLES  8/25/2007

1 DEMOPOLIS WELCOMES CORNELIA WALLACE – WHITE BLUFF CHRONICLE, 12/7/1972 (1ST COTR) / HERE’S HOW 
CHRISTMAS ON THE RIVER ALL BEGAN – DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 5/14/1986 / COTR IS A YEAR-ROUND PROJECT – 
DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 12/1985

2 1989 COTR PROGRAM

3 WHEN SANTA COMES TO DEMOPOLIS  HE LEAVES HIS SLEIGH AT HOME – ALABAMA MAGAZINE, NOVEMBER 1974 / 
CHRISTMAS ON THE RIVER – BIRMINGHAM NEWS, 11/19/1989 / FRANKS WEARS MITER AS 1990 SAINT NICK – 
DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 12/5/1990 / PASSING THE ROBE (PAT HINSON & JIM CARLSON) – DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 12/5/1990 / 
COTR  MAKES DEMOPOLIS FESTIVE DURING DECEMBER  2-8 – BIRMINGHAM NEWS, 12/1990

4 COTR 19TH ANNUAL CELEBRATION 1990  PROGRAM
5 DEMOPOLIS TIMES SPECIAL COTR EDITION, 12/05/1990 

6 DEMOPOLIS TIMES SPECIAL COTR EDITION, 12/05/1990 

7 DEMOPOLIS TIMES SPECIAL COTR EDITION, 12/05/1990 

8 CHRISTMAS ON THE RIVER: A LOVE STORY FROM DEMOPOLIS, ALABAMA BY JIM CARLSON – HEARTLAND BOATING 
FALL ISSUE SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1990

9 COLLINS, WEBB BRING COTR IDEA TO DEMOPOLIS – DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 11/27/1991 / EVENT COMES WITH A PRICE- 
DEMOPOLIS TIMES, COTR ED. 11/27/1991 / NUMBER OF PERMITS REQUIRED FOR OCCASION – DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 
11/27/1991 / OPENING EVENTS – DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 12/04/1991 / READY FOR THE BIG EVENT – DEMOPOLIS TIMES. 
12/08/1991 / FINALLY HERE – DEM. TIMES, 12/11/1991

10 MISS COTR CONTESTS – DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 11/27/1991 / CANEBRAKE PLAYERS PART OF COTR SINCE 1982 – 
DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 11/27/1991 / LIVING CHRISTMAS PROVIDES SPIRITUAL ATMOSPHERE, THIS YEAR’S CHAIRMEN, 
WORKERS SPEND DAYS BUILDING FLOATS FOR SHOW, & CHAMPIONSHIP BARBECUE PART OF COTR – DEMOPOLIS 
TIMES, 11/27/1991

11 BIG EVENT FINALLY COMES – DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 11/27/1991 / HONORARY ST. NICHOLAS & ROUTE SET FOR RIVER 
PARADE – DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 12/04/1991 / PARADE FLOATS DESPITE WATER HEIGHT & GENERATORS ON PARADE– 
DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 12/08/1991 / THANKS TO SPONSORS - DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 11/27/1991 / FIRST METHODIST CHURCH 
NATIVITY SCENE - DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 12/11/1991 

12 THE CANEBRAKE PLAYERS PRESENT PINNOCCHIO – PROGRAM 1991

13 SANTA GETS A LIGHT & COTR FINALE – THE HUNTSVILLE TIMES, 12/19/1992 / ROEMEN NAMED ST. NICHOLAS & 
ENDLESS ACTIVITIES – DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 12/5-6/1992 / CHRISTMAS MAGIC – TUSCALOOSA NEWS, 11/28/1992  

14 BARBECUE COOK-OFF BRINGS TOP COOKERS / MISS COTR / LITTLE MISS COTR / SANTA’S HELPERS / QUILT SHOW / 
NIGHTTIME PARADE LINEUP / CHILDREN’S PARADE / SPONSORS – DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 12/02/1992

15 GRAND MARSHALL REFLECTS DEMOPOLIS’ FRENCH HERITAGE / JUVENILE QUEEN HAS DEMOPOLIS ROOTS / 1992 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN / FIRE THREATENS ANNUAL CELEBRATION / NEW EVENTS INCLUDE RACE THROUGH 
DOWNTOWN STREETS / CHOIR MARKS 3RD PERFORMANCE / JUSTIN CROWNED SPECIAL CHILD / CHILDREN’S CASTING 
CONTEST ADDED TO THIS YEAR’S EVENT / JUNIOR POLICE HELP CONTROL TRAFFIC – DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 12/02/1992 

16 CHRISTMAS ON THE RIVER: DEMOPOLIS’ SPIRIT SHINES THROUGH ITS TOWNSPEOPLE / FESTIVITIES  -TUSCALOOSA 
NEWS, 11/28/1993 / COTR 1993 PROGRAM / TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH COTR SERVICE

17 COTR 1994 HANK AARON IS GRAND MARSHALL / MARENGO COUNTY PIECEMAKERS QUILT SHOW / CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE THANKS SPONSORS – DEMOCRAT-REPORTER, SPECIAL COTR EDITION

18 VOLUNTEERS – LIFE’S BLOOD OF COTR / RIVER RATS (167TH ENGINEER CO. ARB NATIONAL GUARD) HELP WITH EVERY
FACET OF COTR / COTR CHAIRMEN / NIGHT PARADE / ST. NICK, TREE LIGHTING KICK-OFF COTR / FORMER COTR 
EVENTS RECALLED (1972 – 1993) /WEATHER IS BIGGEST CONCERN OF DAY PARADE / KIDS MAKE MASKS / BUILDING 
FLOATS EASIEST PART OF NAUTICAL PARADE / – DEMOPOLIS TIMES, COTR EDITION, NOV. 26 – 27

19 DESCRIPTION OF QUILTS IN PIECEMAKER’S QUILT SHOW – DEMOCRAT-REPORTER, COTR SPECIAL EDITION 1994

20 LINDEN BOY IS SPECIAL CHILD, 1994 / CHRISTMAS BARBEQUE DRAWS TOP COOKS / JINGLE BELL RUNNERS – 
DEMOPOLIS TIMES, COTR EDITION NOV. 26-27, 1994 / LOVE ‘LIGHTS’ CHRISTMAS TREE AT HOSPITAL / “MISS COTR” 
PAGENT PICTURES / MARENGO CELEBRATES COTR / DEMOPOLIS HOSTS JINGLE BELL RUN / CHRISTMAS ON A GRILL 
WAFT ACROSS RIVER – DEMOCRAT-REPORTER, COTR SPECIAL EDITION, 1994

21 WELCOME TO CHRISTMAS ON THE RIVER 1995 / DEMOPOLIS EVENT HAS PROUD HISTORY / SPECIAL CHILD NAMED / 
COTR COMMITTEES WORK HARD / PAGEANTS KICK OFF COTR IN OCTOBER / COAST GUARD SHIP OPEN FOR TOURS 
FRIDAY &SATURDAY – DEMOPOLIS TIMES, COTR SPECIAL EDITION 1995 / SPONSORS
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22 COLLINS, WEBB ‘DO’ IDEA – DEMOCRAT-REPORTER, 12/05/1996 / COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN LEAD COTR VOLUNTEERS 
Webb ' 1995COTR  for Tours995 / Demopolis Event Has Proud History / Special Child Named / COTR Committees Work Hard 
/  / GUS WEISS 1996 ST. NICHOLAS / COTR FEATURES LOVELY LADIES / BRIGHT IDEA LIGHTS CONFEDERATE PARK / 
VOLUNTEERS LIKE LIB BIRD MAKE COTR SUCCESS – DEMOCRAT-REPORTER, COTR SPECIAL EDITION, 12/05/1996 / 
ALLEN BISHOPS CHAIRS 25TH COTR – DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 12/05/1996

23 COOKING SCHOOL RETURNS AS COTR EVENT / SCHEDULE OF EVENTS / SPONSORS / PAGEANT WINNERS / HISTORIC 
HOMES PART OF COTR / COTR HAS LONG , STORIED HISTORY - DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 11/25/1997

24 NOT YOUR USUAL SANTAS / DEMOPOLIS SINGERS USHER IN COTR WITH HOLIDAY CONCERT – DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 
11/26/1997 / SIGHTS AND SOUND OF THE SEASON – DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 12/06/1997 / COOKOFF OFFICIAL STATE EVENT –
DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 11/29/1997

25 LARGE CROWDS, GOOD WEATHER ADD TO SUCCESS OF 27  ANNUAL COTR  / VOLUNTEER CHAIRMEN LEAD COTR / 
ST. NICHOLAS CHOSEN – DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 12/09/1998 / COMMUNITY PULLS TOGETHER TO KEEP ANNUAL PARADE 
AFLOAT – TUSCALOOSA NEWS, 12/06/1998 / FORMER ASTRONAUT GRAND MARSHALL / JADE MANNING IS SPECIAL 
CHILD / BLESSING IN DISGUISE: BETTER RIVER FLOATS / COTR COLORFUL HISTORY, DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 11/28/1998

26 1998 COTR PHOTOS / JINGLE BELL RUN RESULTS DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 12/09/1998

27 NOTED HISTORIAN JAMES PATE LECTURES ON GEORGE STROTHER GAINES / COTR HAS SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE 
/ COTR ROYALTY – DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 11/28/1998

28 1999 COTR IS A SUCCESS / DEMOPOLIS TEEN IN CHARGE OF NAUTICAL PARADE – DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 12/08/1999 / 
CROWING OF ST. NICK / PHILLIPS NAMED GRAND MARSHAL – DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 12/01/1999 / PAGEANT WINNERS / 
COTR COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN – DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 11/27/1999

29 29TH ANNUAL COTR / SCHEDULE OF EVENTS / JAY SHOWS COTR CHAIRMAN / CANEBRAKE CHRISTMAS SET FOR LYON 
HALL, BLUFF HALL – DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 11/25/2000 / NORTH AGAIN JOINS SOUTH TO DECORATE PARADE BOAT – 
TUSCALOOSA NEWS, 12/02/2000 / COTR SPECIAL CHILD / RILEY CHOSEN COTR 2000 ST. NICHOLAS – 11/29/2000

30 PAGEANTRY IN PICTURES / COTR 2000 CHAIRMEN /GYMNASTS CHOSEN AS GRAND MARSHALS / PARADE PLANNED 
FOR DEC. 2 / SPONSORS – DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 11/25/2000

31 COTR 2001 PHOTO ALBUM / SANTA VISITS BLUFF HALL / SMITH KEEPS BUSY WITH CROCHETED DOLLS – DEMOPOLIS 
TIMES 12/1/2001 / CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT CONTEST WINNERS / SPECIAL CHILD PRESENTED / JINLE BELL RUN TOP 
FINISHERS - DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 12/05/2001 Album / Santa Visits Bluff Hall / Smith Keeps Busy with Crocheted Dolls - 
Demopolis  / YEAGER CHOSEN AS ST. NICHOLAS (MEMORIAL) / LOVE LIGHT CEREMONY BEGINS COTR WEEK / COTR 
NOT DAMPENED BY WEATHER – DEMOPOLIS TIMES 11/28/2001 

32 CHRISTMAS IN THE CANEBRAKE 2001 (PHOTOS) – DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 12/1/2001 / COTR 2002 IN ALL ITS GLORY 
(PHOTOS) / BBQ COOKOFF WINNERS – DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 12/11/2002

33 FLOATS AWAY – DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 11/20/2002 / ‘GIFTS OF LIGHT’ TOUR OPENS / /EVENTS HIT FULL THROTTLE/ 
WILSON NAMED ST. NICHOLAS / HOSPITAL TREE LIGHTING OPENS COTR WEEK – DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 12/04/2002 / 
ECONOMIC IMPORT ENORMOUS FOR CITY / DEMOPOLIS READY – DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 12/01/2002  SPECIAL CHILD 
DAVALON BRYANT HONORED – DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 11/17/2002 / COLD WEATHER AFFECTS COTR CELEBRATION – 
DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 12/11/2002

34 GRAND COMEBACK FOR GRAND MARSHAL – TUSCALOOSA NEWS, 12/05/2002 / PAGEANT WINNERS / DEMOPOLIS 
TIMES, 11/09/2002 / PARR, YOUNGEST COTR CHAIRMAN EVER / UWA STUDENTS HELP WITH DAY PARADE / COTR 
CHAIRMEN - DEMOCRAT-REPORTER, 11/28/2002

35 ANNUAL CROWD DRAWS NATIONAL CABLE TV CREW – TUSCALOOSA NEWS, 12/07/2003 / MAIN EVENT CAPS OFF COTR 
WEEK / CROWDS FILL GAINESWOOD / CALDWELL TAPPED AS GRAND MARSHAL – DEMOPOLIS TIMES 9/21/2003 / 
GARDEN CLUB WINNER ANNOUNCED– DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 12/06/2003 / CITY SHINES ON NATIONAL TV – DEMOPOLIS 
TIMES, 12/19/2003 / BIRD TAKES FLIGHT – DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 12/04/2003 / BRASWELL TAKES HELM OF COTR – 
DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 10/??/2003 / LEADER PROUD OF A & E PRODUCTION – DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 12/20/2003 / COTR 
QUEENS APPEAR AT UWA – DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 11/07/2003

36 JOHNSON CHOSEN AS 2003 ST. NICK – DEMOPOLIS TIMES 12/02/2003 / SPECIAL CHILD: THE SOUL OF NIGEL DAVIS 
LIVES – DEMOPOLIS TIMES, 11/28/2003 / A&E PICKS BEST HOLIDAY COMMUNITY – DEMOPOLIS TIMES 12/17/2003
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37 COTR WILL LIGHT UP TELEVISION SCREENS - DEMOPOLIS TIMES, NOV. 13, 2004 / AREA BEAUTIES PRESENTED IN COTR
PAGEANTS - BLACK BELT GAZETTE, OCT. 13, 2004 / ZOW, FILEY TO SERVE AS GRAND MARSHALS - DEMOPOLIS 
TIMES, DEC. 4, 2004 / BARLOW TAPPED 2004 ST. NICK - DEMOPOLIS TIMES, NOV. 30, 2004 / COMMUNITY SERVICE 
TONIGHT - DEMOPOLIS TIMES, DEC. 1, 2004 / 33RD ANNUAL COTR BRINGS COMMUNITY TOGETHER - DEMOCRAT-
REPORTER, DEC. 2, 2004 / SPECIAL CHILD A BLESSING FOR FAMILY - BLACK BELT GAZZETTE, DEC. 1, 2004 / 
GAINESWOOD OPENS ITS DOORS FOR COTR - BLACK BELT GAZETTE, NOV. 24, 2004 / LYON HALL ONCE AGAIN 
FEATURED DURING CHRISTMAS ON THE CANEBRAKE - DEMOPOLIS TIMES, NOV. 24, 2004

38 THE FIRST 25 YEARS: A HIGHLIGHT OF COTR PAST - DEMOPOLIS TIMES, NOV. 24, 2004 / PARSONS HONORED AS COTR 
AMBASSADOR - BLACKBELT GAZETTE, NOV. 24, 2004 / BBQ CHAMPIONSHIP: UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT, BLACK BELT 
GAZETTE, OCT. 20, 2004 / DEMOPOLIS SINGERS TO GIVE LAST PERFORMANCES UNDER DIRECTOR ED RUSH - 
DEMOPOLIS TIMES, NOV. 24, 2004 / SNIPES SEES BRIGHT FUTURE FOR COTR  & TUSKEGEE AIRMAN GRAND MARSHAL 
FOR COTR PARADE - BLACKBELT GAZETTE, NOV. 30, 2005 / LOVE LIGHT CEREMONY NOV. 27 AT WHITFIELD HOSPITAL 
BLACKBELT GAZETTE, NOV. 23, 2005 / SPRINKLE NAMED ST. NICK - DEMOPOLIS TIMES, NOV. 29, 2005 / COTR WINS 
TOURISM AWARD FROM TUSCALOOSA BUREAU - BLACKBELT GAZETTE, MAY 18, 2005 / CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
WINNERS - DEMOPOLIS TIMES, OCT. 8, 2005

39 2005 COTR SPECIAL CHILD HAS BLESSED FREEMAN FAMILY - BLACKBELT GAZETTE, NOV. 23, 2005 / LEADERS HAPPY 
WITH COTR FLOW - DEMOPOLIS TIMES, DEC. 8, 2005 / SCHEDULE OF EVENTS COTR 2005 / MARENGO MAIDS ON 
DISPLAY DURING COTR &  PLAYERS PRESENT 'A CHRISTMAS STORY' & AREA SPONSORS SUPPORT COTR FFORT - 
BLACKBELT GAZETTE, NOV. 23, 2005 / COUPLE WINS HUMANITARIAN TITLE - DEMOPOLIS TIMES, NOV. 29, 2006 / 
TRINITY EPISCOPAL HOSTS COMMUNITY SERVICE - DEMOPOLIS TIMES, NOV. 29, 2006 

40 CHRISTMAS ON THE RIVER HAS EVOLVED SINCE ITS DEBUT IN 1972 & SERENITY POINT AUTHOR CHRISTY KYSER 
TRUITT & MILITARY HERO NAMED COTR PARADE GRAND MARSHAL & MILITARY TRIBUTE & CHRISTMAS ON THE 
RIVER IN TOWN FOR BIG CELEBRATION & MURPHY RABALAIS CHOSEN AS COTR SPECIAL CHILD - DEMOPOLIS TIMES - 
NOV./DEC. MAGAZINE 2006 / CHAMBER EXPLAINS ROLE FOR COTR - DEMOPOLIS TIMES, NOV. 28, 2006 / NOMINEES FOR
ST. NICHOLAS ANNOUNCED - DEMOPOLIS TIMES,  NOV. 25, 2006 / CONFESSORE CONDUCTS ALABAMA SYMPHONY & 
DEMOP COUNCILMAN COOLEY HEADS COTR - BLACKBELT GAZETTE, NOV. 22, 2006 

41 2007 COTR COURTS - DEMOPOLIS TIMES, OCT. 17, 2007 / MORE TAKES REIGNS AS COTR CHAIRMAN - NOV. 20, 2007 / 
CHAMBER HOSTS COTR WORKSHOP - APR. 2, 2 008 / FLOAT WORK WELL UNDER WAY - DEMOPOLIS TIMES, NOV. 8, 
2008 / KIRK BROOKER CHAIRS RIVER PARTY - DEMOCRAT-REPORTER, NOV. 27, 2008 / 2008 COTR COURTS - OCT. 10, 
2008 

42 ANN PARSONS NAMED 2008 SAINT NICHOLAS - DEMOPOLIS TIMES, DEC. 2, 2008 / WEBB, COLLINS BEGAN IDEA OF 
COTR, DEMOPOLIS TIMES, DEC. 2, 2008 / PARR NAMED COTR AMBASSADOR, SHENTERIA RABY IS SPECIAL CHILD AND 
COTR SCHEDULE LISTED - DEMOPOLIS TIMES, DEC. 2, 2008 / SMITH TAKES A LOOK BACK AT A GREAT COTR - 
DEMOPOLIS TIMES, DEC. 10, 2008
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